
	  

Assignments	  
	  
1. Watch	  “Under	  the	  Dome”	  –	  see	  task	  paper	  
	  
2. Write	  a	  reflection	  on	  your	  best	  leadership	  experience	  –	  see	  task	  paper	  
	  
3. Read	  the	  attached	  excerpt	  from	  “Sustainable	  Development	  and	  Modern	  China,”	  a	  

curriculum	  developed	  by	  the	  Stanford	  Program	  on	  International	  and	  Cross-‐
cultural	  Education	  (SPICE).	  This	  will	  provide	  you	  with	  some	  background	  on	  
issues	  of	  urban	  sustainability	  in	  China	  that	  will	  be	  useful	  context	  when	  we	  are	  in	  
Hong	  Kong	  and	  Guangzhou.	  	  

	  
4. At	  the	  pre-‐departure	  orientation,	  we	  will	  be	  meeting	  students	  from	  Hong	  Kong	  

(and	  other	  parts	  of	  Asia)	  who	  are	  participating	  in	  VIA’s	  Global	  Leadership	  &	  
Engagement	  (GLE)	  program.	  Come	  prepared	  to	  welcome	  them	  to	  the	  Bay	  Area,	  
and	  to	  learn	  more	  about	  their	  home	  countries.	  	  

	  
	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



TASK: Watch “Under the Dome” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Under the Dome” (穹顶之下) is a documentary film about air pollution in 
China by former journalist Chai Jing that was released earlier this year, and 
quickly became a phenomenon in China, and around the world.  
 

 
Consider the film from three perspectives: 

Ø A film critic 
- Why do you think the filmmaker made this film? 
- How effective do you think she was in communicating her 

message? 
- Were there parts of the film that could have been improved?  

Ø A scientist 
- What environmental issues are central to this film? 
- Was the science in this film accurate? Was it easy to 

understand? 
Ø A member of the general public 

- What was your reaction to the film? Did you learn anything 
new? Did you change your mind about anything? 

- What can you find out about how the public reacted to this film 
when it was released? About how China reacted? 

	  

Please watch the documentary (available here with English subtitles: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T6X2uwlQGQM) and prepare 
for a group discussion at the pre-departure orientation. 
	  



TASK: Leadership Reflection 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
You	  will	  be	  exploring	  leadership	  best	  practices	  in	  a	  workshop	  at	  the	  pre-‐departure	  
orientation.	  In	  order	  to	  prepare	  for	  that	  workshop,	  please	  take	  some	  time	  to	  reflect	  
on	  your	  own	  leadership,	  and	  come	  prepared	  to	  share	  your	  experiences.	  Please	  
complete	  the	  following	  assignment,	  and	  email	  it	  to	  Brooke	  at	  
brooke@viaprograms.org	  by	  June	  25.	  	  	  
	  
	  
My	  best	  leadership	  experience	  assignment:	  
	  
1.	  Recall	  a	  time	  when	  you	  did	  your	  very	  best	  as	  a	  leader.	  Think	  about	  a	  time	  when	  
you	  set	  your	  own	  standard	  of	  excellence	  as	  a	  leader.	  This	  experience	  can	  come	  from	  
school,	  work,	  sports	  team,	  clubs,	  religious	  group	  or	  involvement	  in	  the	  community.	  
It	  can	  be	  from	  the	  past	  or	  happening	  right	  now.	  	  
	  
Write	  a	  brief	  description	  of	  your	  experience.	  When	  did	  this	  occur?	  Who	  was	  
involved?	  What	  were	  you	  trying	  to	  accomplish?	  What	  challenges	  did	  you	  face?	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
2.	  Thinking	  about	  the	  experience	  you	  just	  described,	  what	  are	  the	  three	  to	  five	  
actions	  you	  took	  as	  a	  leader	  that	  made	  a	  difference?	  What	  specifically	  did	  you	  do	  to	  
mobilize	  your	  group	  or	  team	  to	  get	  extraordinary	  things	  done?	  
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infrastructure--the 
underlying foundation of 
a system or organization, 
including public resources 
such as roads, buildings, 
pipelines, and airports 

greenhouse gases-any 
of the gases in Earth's 
atmosphere that absorb 
or emit solar radiation 
and thus contribute to 
the greenhouse effect, 
or global warming, 
including carbon dioxide, 
methane, ozone, and the 
fluorocarbons 

industry-production 
of goods and services; 
manufacturing 

EXAMINING CHINA'S URBANIZATION: ENERGY 

Introduction 
China's rapid urbanization has led to a construction phenomenon 
unlike anything seen in the history of the planet. The scale and pace of 
development, both physical and economic, present one of the greatest 
sustainability challenges of the 21st century. As urbanization surges 
across China, will the majority of humanity squat in slums, squeeze 
into apartments, sprawl into suburbs, or pioneer innovative ways of 
sustainable living? As climate change and water scarcity become more 
serious realities, how will China confront the pressing environmental 
issues associated with urban growth? And how will China's increasing 
standard of living and consumption affect demand for domestic and 
global resources, and have an impact on the planet at large? How China 
faces the challenges and opportunities of urbanization will profoundly 
inform and affect the future of all countries on the planet. 

Energy 
China is constructing nearly 2 billion square meters (772 square miles, 
or 373,000 football fields) of new buildings-roughly equivalent to the 
building footprint of Canada-every year. Chinese families currently 
use 80% less energy per square meter than families in North America. 
However, this gap is being narrowed daily as Chinese become wealthier 
and upgrade their lifestyles with electric appliances, larger homes, and 
cars. Without improved energy efficiency in buildings by 2020, the energy 
use of China's buildings alone will account for one-fifth of the world's 
total coal consumption.43 Furthermore, China is using enormous amounts 
of cement, steel, and aluminum to build new urban infrastructure, and all 

these materials require energy to produce.44 

Of China's current energy resources, coal provides 70%; oil 20%; 
hydroelectric, nuclear, and wind power 7%; and gas 3%.45 Coal remains 
the predominant fuel in China today and, when burned, is China's top 
emitter of greenhouse gases. In 2012, China consumed as much coal as the 
rest of the world combined. Industry consumes the majority of China's 
energy. Industrialization together with urbanization will maintain China's 
coal consumption at record highs of around 4 billion tons per year.46 

China's total domestic energy production has increased more than four 
times in 30 years, much of it based on the country's coal production. 
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